
May 16, 2018 

To Whom It May Concern: 

It has come to my attention that there is a campaign to name the Issaquah High School Performing Arts 

Center after retiring orchestra teacher Doug Longman.  As an Issaquah School District alumnus (Liberty 

Class of 1994), Evergreen Philharmonic Orchestra parent, former Evergreen member, and 

friend/colleague of Doug Longman, I cannot think of someone more deserving of this honor. 

In 1983, after much lobbying, Doug Longman and Elaine Wright began an orchestra program comprised 

of 36 fifth grade students in six Issaquah School District elementary schools.  In the 35 years since, the 

program has grown to include upwards of 1300 students across the district.  The Evergreen 

Philharmonic, established in 1989, has consistently been one of the best high school orchestras in the 

state of Washington.  Issaquah High School has a beautiful theatre complete with a Steinway grand 

piano.  This would not have happened without the vision and charismatic leadership of Doug Longman.   

In 1986, Doug Longman walked into the gymnasium of Maple Hills Elementary to demonstrate stringed 

instruments to me and my fellow fifth grade students.  After trying a violin, I was hooked and joined the 

fifth-grade beginning orchestra class.  I continued playing in orchestra through my time at Maywood and 

Liberty, having the privilege of learning directly from Doug from sixth through twelfth grade.  He 

modeled how to inspire excellence in your students by setting a high standard and then encouraging it 

through humor and professionalism.  I do what I do every day because of Doug Longman.  I currently 

teach orchestra full time at Eastlake High School and Inglewood Middle School.  My goal is to give my 

students the same type of musical experience that I had in Doug’s classes.  Orchestra was the place 

where I excelled and where I was ‘safe’ to be myself.  It gave me opportunities for travel, learning, and 

friendship that I treasure to this day.   Doug taught me how to conduct an orchestra and run an effective 

rehearsal, skills I now use every day.  As I have transitioned to the role of colleague, Doug has become 

both a mentor and friend.   

Had it not been for Doug Longman, my life would be very different.  Because he started the Issaquah 

Orchestra Program, I fell in love with the violin, met my husband (in Evergreen), studied music education 

in college, have my dream job, still perform with life-long friends made in his classes, and will be 

watching my eldest son perform his final concert next week after four years with Evergreen.  I am so 

proud that my son had the opportunity to experience learning from Doug just as his father, uncles, and I 

did 30+ years ago.  Hundreds of lives have been positively influenced by the musical teaching career of 

Doug Longman.  I therefore recommend the Issaquah High School Performing Arts Center be named in 

his honor.   

Sincerely, 

 

Valerie K. Harris  

vharris@lwsd.org 

425-736-4245 
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