
Advance Notice 
August 8, 2012 
 
 
Elementary Calendar Waiver Request – Rasmussen/Bongard 
 
 
Action to be taken: I move the Board adopt Resolution 1013 requesting the 

Washington State Board of Education grant the Issaquah School 
District a 3-year waiver from the minimum one hundred eighty-
day school requirement of the Basic Education Program 
Requirements. 

 
 
In July, the State Board brought to our attention that due to a new interpretation of “school day” 
we will need to apply for a waiver from the State Board of Education in order to operate on the 
same calendar in 2012-13 as we have in the previous seven school years.  This waiver would 
allow us to maintain our current schedule of conducting elementary parent-teacher 
conferences on two consecutive school days (we combine one half day with our current 
Wednesday early release) rather than three half days. In addition, the waiver would enable us 
to honor the current school year calendar which was made available to parents this past spring 
 
Why Waivers are Needed for Full-Day Parent-Teacher Conferences 
 
SBE has approved waivers for full-day parent-teacher conferences since March 2007. Six 
waivers including parent teacher conferences were approved in July 2011, and nine more will 
be considered in September. Regardless, there continues to be confusion about whether 
districts need to seek waivers for parent-teacher conferences. The rationale for requiring 
waivers for full-day parent-teacher conferences lies in the definition of a school day, cited 
below.  
 
New definition of a school day (Effective on September 1, 2011). "School day" means 
each day of the school year on which pupils enrolled in the common schools of a school district 
are engaged in academic and career and technical instruction planned by and under the 
direction of the school. (RCW 28A.150.203)  [Note: The change in the definition, made by SHB 
2261 (Chapter 548, Laws 2009), is technical rather than substantive.] 
 
Under this definition, full-day parent-teacher conferences do not count toward the required 180 
days because all students are not present on a parent-teacher conference day. While the 
definition does not specifically say all pupils, „all‟ is implicit. If the language read „some‟ pupils, 
then that would permit school schedules where some students are scheduled for fewer than 
180 days and on any given day only some students are present (e.g. a calendar where all 
students attend four days and only students needing intervention attend on the fifth day of the 
week).  
 
The confusion about parent-teacher conferences stems from the definition of an instructional 
hour: "Instructional hours" means those hours students are provided the opportunity to engage 
in educational activity planned by and under the direction of school district staff, as directed by 
the administration and board of directors of the district, inclusive of intermissions for class 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.203


changes, recess, and teacher/parent-guardian conferences that are planned and scheduled by 
the district for the purpose of discussing students' educational needs or progress, and 
exclusive of time actually spent for meals. (RCW 28A.150.205) 
 
Parent-teacher conferences are explicitly included in the definition of instructional hours and 
can be counted toward the required 1,000 hours of instruction. The definitions are related 
(instructional hours comprise a school day) but distinct (a school day must be available to all 
students). Information on the SBE website helps provide clarification and consistent 
messaging about this issue.  
 
As the material quoted above states, confusion also arises from the lack of a correlation 
between the definition of “school day” in RCW 28A.150.205 and that of “instructional hours” in 
RCW 28A.150.205.  “Intermissions for . . . parent/teacher guardian conferences planned by 
and scheduled by the district for the purpose of discussing students‟ educational needs or 
progress” are explicitly included within the definition of “instructional hours.”  They are not 
included within the definition of “school day,” and “school day” is not defined in the statute in 
terms of hours.  Reconciling these definitions, if deemed appropriate, is something that would 
have to be done through legislation amending the Basic Education Act.   It is not something the 
State Board can do on its own. 
 
Based on the administrations investigation and conversations with State Board of Ed staff, if 
the district‟s intent is to operate on the same calendar in the 2012-13 school year as in SY 
2011-12, the District should request a waiver of the 180-day requirement from the State Board 
of Education under RCW 28A.305.140 and WAC 80-18-040 and 80-18-050 (see Resolution 
1013 which is the prepared waiver request).  This is necessary in order for the district to 
achieve basic education compliance.   
 
 
               
 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.205

