
Compilation of Math Curriculum Adoption materials for Board consideration  
 

• Last spring, after an intensive, highly thoughtful, and rigorous process, our Teacher Adoption 
Committee reached unanimous consensus to recommend Discovering Mathematics as our High 
School Algebra, Geometry and Advanced Algebra textbooks. 

o Adoption Process PowerPoint 
o Committee rubrics  

 

• The 13 members of the math committee consisted of teachers with a combined 115 years of 
experience teaching mathematics with ten having degrees in mathematics. The other three 
teacher’s degrees are in math related fields (biology, economics, and accounting). 
 

• Committee members had experience teaching a wide range of high school learners from 
struggling students to those in advanced calculus. 
 

• Discovering Mathematics meets the parameters of the adoption committee’s charter and the 
three key components of a mathematics program as spelled out in the WA State 6-12 
Mathematics Learning Standards ; that it is strong in: 1) Conceptual Understanding 2) Procedural 
Proficiency 3) Problem Solving and Mathematical Processes.  

o Adoption Committee presentation to the board, June 2009 
 

• Discovering Mathematics is strongly aligned with the new state math standards. 

• OSPI has stated that conclusions by State Board of Education hired consultants on mathematical 
soundness in the Discovering textbooks “differed substantially from consultants used by OSPI” 
and therefore, “Local school boards can choose whatever curricula that best meet the needs of 
their students. It is entirely possible that, with supplemental materials, locally chosen curricula 
can satisfy both criteria: that it is aligned with state standards and mathematically sound. 
 

o High School Mathematics Curriculum Study by Drs. Harel and Wilson 
o Mathematical Analysis of Top-Ranked Programs by Drs. King and Bright 
o Invitation to OSPI 
o Alan Burke’s response 
o Dr. Rasmussen’s  letter 

 
• Discovering Mathematics closely aligns and transitions well to and from the middle school 

Connected Math Curriculum and the Pre-Calculus and Calculus curriculum.   
 

• The Issaquah School District compares very favorably to the nation, state and surrounding 
districts in mathematics achievement indicating that we are on the right track.  
 

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/documents/math/HSmath/AdoptionProcess.pdf�
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/academics/adoption/HSmath/rubrics.aspx�
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/documents/math/HSMathcharter.pdf�
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/documents/math/HSMathPPT6.10.09.pdf�
http://www.k12.wa.us/Mathematics/Standards.aspx�
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/documents/math/hsmath/hscurriculumstudybyplat.pdf�
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/documents/math/hsmath/topranked.pdf�
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/documents/math/HSmath/Invite.pdf�
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/documents/math/HSmath/Response.pdf�
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/documents/math/HSmath/communitymath.pdf�
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/academics/core/math/middlemath.aspx�
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/academics/core/math/middlemath.aspx�
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/documents/math/HSmath/DataStation.pdf�


• The survey data shows that the majority of our parents and students are somewhat or very 
satisfied with their math experience.  
 

• The survey data also suggests that while tutoring does take place in our district, math success is 
not significantly impacted by math tutoring as 86% of all middle and high school students 
responded that they “rarely” or “never” received math tutoring outside the home. Only 5% of all 
middle and high school students indicated that they “often” received math tutoring.  
 

• Discovering Mathematics has a robust technology and on-line component which is desired by 
our students and parents.  

o Test Drive Center 
o Materials and resources 

 

• Key Curriculum Press has a strong professional Development component embedded in the 
adoption process.  

o Parent Resource Inquiry 
o Key Press website 

 

• By extending the adoption process, the district was able to gather data and information around 
math and engage our community in a conversation around both mathematics materials and 
actual student experiences in classrooms.  The data and responses did not surface any 
significant or compelling reasons or causes to alter course in this curriculum recommendation.  
On the contrary, it reaffirmed the committee’s decision to continue forward with the approach 
that has produced strong results.   

Because of the information provided above, the Educational Planning Committee, consisting of the 
Associate Superintendent, the Directors of Elementary, Middle and High School Education, the 
Director of Special Education, the Director of Instructional Support and the Director of Assessment, 
advised  Superintendent Dr. Rasmussen to forward the Discovering Mathematics textbook 
recommendation on to the Instructional Materials Committee for review.  On February 11, the 
Instructional Materials Committee recommended that the superintendent forward the Discovering 
Mathematics curriculum to the School Board for final approval.  

In addition to the proposal to forward the materials recommendation on to the Instructional Materials 
Committee, this year of data gathering and conversation has confirmed some practices that should be 
continued and others that need to be implemented.  

• We will ensure the fidelity of Instructional strategies and pedagogical approaches to concepts 
and units of study that are deemed best practice for all students through consistent, district-
wide professional development. 

• Due to co-curricular and outside commitments, we will continue to explore and look for more 
ways to offer before school and during the school day math support for students. 
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• We will work with our parents to inform them of system requirements needed to access on-line 
math support tools. 

• We will continue to seek out ways to allow teachers the ability to observe each other teach and 
reflect on their own practice to better instruction. 

• As part of our annual elementary, middle, and high school surveys, we will utilize our 
community and its expertise prior to the beginning of a teacher adoption committee by 
soliciting feedback that will help inform the teacher-led adoption process. 

• We will continue to work with teachers on developing and implementing common assessments 
to, again, ensure that all students are receiving quality teaching and instruction across the 
district. 

 


