
Advance Notice 
February 25, 2009 
 
 
High School PE credits and Waivers – Murphy 
 
Action to be taken: I move that the Board direct the administration to move up the 

timeline for ceasing the practice of granting credit for school-
directed athletics, and to allow principals to exercise their 
authority to grant a .25 waiver of the graduation PE credit 
requirements in appropriate situations for the graduating 
classes of 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2012.   

 
Background/Rationale: 
 
In January of 2008 high schools were directed to: 
 
 “Cease the practice of granting credit for school-directed athletics…(and 

rather) grant a .25 waiver for school directed athletics effective for the 
class of 2012 (RCW 28A.230.050). 

 
The reason for moving up the timeline is that according to a state auditor and ASB law, 
the ISD practice of granting PE credit for school directed athletics is ruled to be illegal. 
 
When OSPI officials were contacted about allowing a potential extended timeline to 
correct this issue, the response was “There (is) no timeline for correcting the problem.  
Students can not earn credit for athletics.” 
 
Because we are aware of the illegal nature of this practice, we can not knowingly 
continue this practice. 
 
Because this policy of granting credit for athletics existed in our course guide for our 
current sophomores, juniors, and seniors, there are a limited number of students who are 
relying on this credit to graduate based on their understanding at the time of entering high 
school.   
 
Our principals have the authority to waive graduation requirements under exceptional 
circumstances and they are prepared to exercise that authority as needed in these cases so 
that none of our students will be harmed by this revision. 
 
Example: 
 
Student X needs 22 credits to graduate and .5 of his earned credits are PE credits granted 
through athletics.  If that .5 credit is taken away, the student now only has 21.5 credits.  
The principal will waive the 22 credit requirement and alter it to 21.5 so the student will 
still graduate. 
 
             


